






KEEPING THE RECORD STRAIGHT == by Edith Essig 
1830 Fremont Dr2ve, 
Alameda, California. 


November 11, 1959 


CRISIS AROUND THE CORNER 







As the nation musters its finest array of drill teams, bands and colorful 
floats in tribute to the veterans of one 19th= and three 20th-century wars, and 
hails a display of its growing might in the parade of guided missiles—Atlas, Titan, 
Jupiter, Thor, Regulus, Polaris, Redstone, Matador, Sidewinder, Nike-Hercules—past 
history's reviewing stand, one doughboy of the first World War, and perhaps many 


another, can'tt yp the special significance of the llth hour of the llth day of 
the 11th month of the year 1918, 


He writes to the San Francisco Examiner : "November 11, Veterans’ Day, is ded- 
icated to veterans of all wars. However, to all who served in the 1917-18 campaigns 
it will still be Armistice Day, On that morning the guns were stilled and we crawl- 
ed out of the muddy pup holes, cold, wet and hungry. Does any one think we can 


_} change Armistice Day for Veterans’ Day? One might as well change summer and winter, 
1 $00. ceed obo Jensen, San Francisco," 









% * % % % + % % % 


A yellowed, tattered copy of The Topeka State Journal of November 11, 1918 
blazons the news: "WORLD WAR NOW AT AN END — OFFICIAL REPORT ON SURRENDER OF THE 
BOCHES == ARMISTICE BECOMES EFFECTIVE AT 11 A.M. — GERMANY IS KAISERLESS AND KING-~ 
LESS =«~ KAISER MAY BE TRIED FOR MURDER IN ENGLAND", ‘They led the fight for freedom 
for all—-and won'' runs the caption of a spread of photographs presenting King George 
'| V, Premier Lloyd George and Gen. Sir Douglas Haig of Great Britain, President Wood-~ 
, | vow Wilson and Gen. Pershing, King Albert of the Belgians, Marshal Foch and President 
Poincare of France, Gen. Diaz and King Vittorio Emanuele III of Italy. Under the 
caption “They tried to enslave the entire world—and lost‘? appear the Sultan of 
Turkey, Kaiser Wilhelm, the Crown Prince and Field Marshal von Hindenburg of Germany, 
King Ferdinand of Bulgaria and Emperor Cherles I of Austria. 

November 11, 1921: The eyes of the nation followed the cortege that rolled 
along Pennsylvania Avenue, crossed the Potomac River and bore the casket of the Un- 
| known Soldier to its resting place in Arlington National Cemetery. President Hard- 
» ) ing, former President Wilson, General Pers Marshal Foch of France, General 

Jacques of Belgium, General Diaz of Italy and Baron Kato of Japan in person—and 
peng George by representation and the placing of a wreath sent from Ingland-=paid 
their respects to America’s nameless war dead at the dedication of the tomb that 
err. inscription: “Here lies in honored glory an American Soldier known but 
oO e 
November 11, 1936: Oakland Tribune—''HUGE ARMISTICE DAY PARADE...Today, the 
18th anniversary of the armistice which ended t>+ Worid War, Oakland joined with the 
Nation in celebrating the return of peace. And toa.y the eyes of California and the 
Nation turned on Oakland. For, in addition to being Armistice Day, it marked the 
start of the on aiay | celebration of the opening of the greatest bridge in the world 
--the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge.The day brought to Metropolitan Oakland the 
Eeatest. 0 pentration oF righting Sap of the United States that California has 
eee e e of march w 
with batallions of sailors and marines ye the 38, 000 beri cone ant ne Pr ceea the 
battleships, cruisers and destroyers anchored in the bay.‘' Ex-President Hoover 
was here for the bridge-opening ceremonies. In ‘Jashington President Roosevelt press- 
ed the button that started traffic lights flashing on the bridge. 200 decorated 
fishing boats paraded under the span. Salutes came from 27 battleships, and the 
whistles of ferryboats and the blare of motor horns raised an an-amliviine din as 
those of us who joined the bumper-to-bumper procession across the bridge well remem- 
ber. 250 Navy planes roared overhead. Across the Atlantic Spain's ‘ittle world 
| War-man international engagement stemming from Hoscow as a sequel to the forced 
abdication of King Alfonso~-was in full swing, a terrific battle raging in the out- 
skirts of Madrid, The year had opened with the death of King George V. The Prince 
of Wales had become Edward VIII, Britain's sixtieth king. On that November llth his 
coronation loomed as & certainty of the near future, Before another Armistice Day 
phe aoe re uae phe ne serene te bs in exile een ees puke ° Windsor, first 
retgnga gfuge in the rian castle of Baron Eugene sc » an rge “yt 
November 11, 1939: The eyes of the nation turned anxiously-=-and those of the 
| President eagerly--to the far side of the Atlantic to scan the ominous spectacle of 
sh, French and German troops on the march to a second world war. European na~ 
tions in the shadow of war, and in some instances readjustment on the question of 
friend or foe, elected to forego the customary Armistice Day exercises. Italy cele~ 
brated her World War victory over Austria-Hungary in her own Armistice Day (Nov. 4) 
ceremonies, the heir to the throne, representing the House of Savoy, and Premier 
solini, representing the Fascist Party, kneeling together before the tomb of 
Italy's Unknown Soldier at the foot of the Vittorio Emanuele II monument in Rome. 
On the previous April 9th as he left his Warm Springs, Georgia retreat to return to 
the White House, President Roosevelt had lightly tossed off the cryptic remark,"'I*11 
be back in the fall if we don’t have a war,*? --a gentle hint that his New Deal mas- 
ters were about to deal another emergency from the bottom of their well-stacked decks 
and an overdue revelation of what has become a fixed pattern of events. For in the 
chronic state of world unrest requisite to the springing of a world-government trap, 


is more certain than that the hidden persuaders have always a crisi 
just around the corner of the next month or the next year, ys a crisis looming 


Armistice Day on the eve of Pearl Harbor, efter a two-year propaganda bout on 
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the question of intervention vs. isolation, found America punch-drunk and reeling, 
confused past the point of proper appreciation of these comments on the recently- 
passed Lease-Lend Act. Sen. Burton K. isheelers: “Another New Deal Triple-A policy— 
plow under every fourth American boy.‘' Sen. Hiram Johnson: ‘Monstrous$" Sen. Robert 
Taft: "It authorizes the President to declare war on any nation in the world." én 
AeP. dispatch from Berlin ran: ‘VON RIBBENTROP IN WARNING ON LEASE-LEND ASSISTANCE 
TO GERMANY'S ENEMIES...Speaking in a tired monotone before representatives of the 
thirteen anti-Comintern signatory governments, Germany‘’s Foreign Minister, Joachim 
von Ribbentrop, appealed indirectly to the American people to disown what he called 
the *catastrophic policy of their government*. Softening his remarks against Amer- 
ica, he asserted that the German people never felt any hatred for the American 
people, nor the American people against the German people. But, he warned, Americans 
will pey dearly for Roosevelt's policies: 'I believe the day is coming when they 
will awaken to call the President and his Jewish counselors to account.’ And--as 
though gifted with second sight wherewith to discern the distant day on which an 
American president would dip Old Glory to the hammer and sickle in welcome to a 
tyrant from the Kremlin--a Wilhelmstrasse spokesman added: "There already exist a 
number of potential Bolshevist countries. \Je want to become so strong that we won't 
have to bother if one day the red flag flies from the White House." 

November 11, 1942: ROMMEL REPORTED WITHDRAWING FROM TOBRUCK FORTRESS..+»YANKS 
AND BRITISH REPORTED ACROSS THE BORDER OF TUNISIA...E ARE STILL LOSING THE WAR IN | 
THE PACIFIC, CHARGES REP. MAAS OF MINNESOTA==-DEMANDS THE PUBLIC BE GIVEN THE TRUTH. 
eeeeGen. John J. Pershing sat, wrapped in a blanket, listening as President Roose- 
velt pledged final defeat of the Axis during Armistice Day ceremonies at Arlington. 

November 11, 1947: The San Francisco Examiner's full-page spread of internation- 
al news photos of that date, with captions, tell the tale: “IN PARIS--A group of 
patriotic Frenchmen held an Armistice Day ceremony at the tomb of France’s Unknown 
Soldier. A band of Communists launched a counter-demonstration and a fight broke out 
between the two groups. BESIEGED--French Communists, led by a Red who recently lost 
the mayoralty election, stormed and seized the Marseille city hall. 7,000 strong, 
they held off 3,000 police for hours before they were ousted in bitter fighting. 
Communists are shown above waving red banners from the balcony of the city hall. IN 
NAPLES--Leftist-sponsored violence was rocking Italy yesterday from the top to the 
bottom of the *Boot’, Above, a crowd stands in a Naples street to watch the burning: 
of monarchist office papers after radical groups had wrecked the offices, Italy*s 
left-wingers admittedly were on the warpath."* Crisis followed crisis in the news 
headlines. December 5: DEATH TOLL MOUNTS IN PALESTINE BATTLES, 20 ARABS, 15 JEWS 
SLAIN. Dec, 25: GUNS ROAR IN THE HOLY LAND. Dec. 27: GREEKS ROUT RED ATTACK, REB- 
ELS BEATEN IN BORDER BATTLE. Dec. 30: KING MIHAI OF RUMANIA ABDICATESS VITTORIO 
EMANUELE, EXILED KING OF ITALY, DIES IN EGYPT HOSPITAL...-his wife, the former Queen 
Elena, was at the bedside. Their son, Umberto, who succeeded his father as King for 
one month, until the Italian people voted down the monarchy, was summoned from 
Lisbon to help plan the funeral. 

All of which brings to mind King Farouk’s often-quoted prophecy that within 
his time there would be only five kings left on earth--the four kings in a pack of 
cards and the king of Ingland. 

Around the world on November 11, 1953: 10 KILLED IN TRIESTE RIOTING; GIs PATROL 
CITY; ITALY PROTESTS...ROME POLICE USE TEAR GAS TO PROTECT U.S. EMBASSY: MRS. LUCE 
FACES MOBS..«eMcCARTHY CHARGES U.S. STILL EMPLOYS SPY PROTEGE OF HARRY DEXTER WHITE 
eeeALLIES SEEKING TO PIN BLAME FOR ATROCITIES (America and fifteen Korean allies 
striving for a joint resolution defining to the U.N. Assembly the crime and punish- 
ment of the Communists who tortured and murdered 30,000 U.N. soldiers and civilians 
in Korea), BAY AREA GREETS GREEK KING AND QUEEN. 

Two weeks earlier President and Mrs. Eisenhower had entertained King Paul and 
his queen during a visit that included a trip to Mount Vernon and to the tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier at Arlington Cemetery; and fortunately for Queen Frederika the pre- 
vailing winds of propaganda were favorable, carrying no unpleasant reminder that. her 
grandfather Kaiser \ilhelm's onetime role was that of “the Beast of Berlin", Inci- 
dentally, in the interest of keeping the record straight: contrary to the forecast 
in The Topeka State Journal of November 11, 1918, the Kaiser was not tried for 
murder in England but played out his performance on the world stage as a harmless, 
lonely exile in Holland. 1953 had been a big year. It had seen the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain; the deaths of Dowager Queen Mary, Joseph Stalin 
and Ex-King Carol of Rumania. 

As always, the International New Deal was busily shuffling its stacked deck, 
with particular attention to the face cards, and dealing emergencies conducive to 
the gradual leveling of all governments in favor of a world dictatorship. Ex-King 
Carol*s luxurious exile ended in death in the midst of a congenial circle of royal 
discards, soon after his last public appearance at memorial services for Dowager 
Queen Mary, Ex-King Mihai, who had escaped from red Rumania by plane, did not at- 
tend his father*s funeral rites in Portugal, but Ex-King Umberto of Italy paid his 
respects, as did Alfonso’s son Don Juan Bourbon, pretender to the Spanish throne. 
Other notables swelling the ranks of royal rejectees were Ex-King Peter of Yugo- 
Slavia, Archduke Otto, claimant to the throne of Austria, Ex-King Leopold of the 
5 » whose son Baudouin nervously occupies the throne, and Farouk of Egypt. 

November 10, 1954 -- Oakland Tribune: “PARADE HERE WILL HONOR ALL VETERANS. oe. 
Scores of marching units, bands and floats representing the military and veterans, 
fraternal and civic groups from 13 cities of Alameda County will take part in the 
three-hour parade through downtown Oakland tomorrow in the first annual observance 
of Veterans’ Day....WATKINS, M*CARTHY IN WORD DUEL ON CENSURE...Senator McCarthy 





aj= 
hammered hard on the theme of prejudice by members recommending Senate censure of him 
in his first defensive licks today against the move...529 ATTACK SOFT=PEDALED BY 
PRESIDENT: AP dispatch--'‘President Eisenhower said today that there are cloudy feat- 
ures about the shooting down of an American B29 photo plane in the area of northern 
Japan last Sunday. He said the American plane had a right to be where it was, and 
this country is aggrieved. But he discussed the affair in much softer words than 
Secretary of State Dulles had used yesterday. The President said that the Soviets 
have taken an attitude in the matter which seems to be more conciliatory than in 
past_ instances of attack on U.S. aircraft."’ (Underlining added. There was, for in- 
stance, the matter of ten Americans killed in April, 1950, when Soviet fighters 
gunned a U.S. Navy plane out of the sky over the Baltic Sea; that of the crew of 
Americans lost in November, 1951, when Soviet fighters shot down a U.S. Navy plane 
over the sea of Japan; that of eight Americans lost when the same thing happened in 
October, 1952 to an American 829 near the Kurile Islands; and that of sixteen Ameri- 
cans killed in July, 1953 when a Soviet fighter shot down a U.S. military plane off 
the coast of Siberia.) According to an INS dispatch of November 10, 1954, the Pres- 
ident and Secretary of State Dulles defended U.S. /mbassador Charles Bohlen, who was 
criticized in the Senate for joining in toasts to Russia at the Kremlin shortly after 
| the U.S. plane was attacked, the occasion being a celebration of the 37th anniversary 
of the Bolshevik revolution, 

November 11, 1956, as the nation observed Veterans’? Day following the presiden- 
.§ tial election which returned Eisenhower to the White House for a second term, the 
» lightning thrust of Israel into the Suez Canal zone and the aerial and naval bombard- 
ment of Egypt by Britain and France: BIG GUNS IN 3—HOUR DUEL ALONG SUEZ...HUNGARIANS 
FIGHT ON AGAINST OVER'/HELMING SOVIET FORCES; EYEWITNESS TELLS OF BUDAPEST HORROR... 

November 11, 1957: Oakland Tribune--‘‘Alameda County snapped a smart salute to 
| the nation’s veterans today...fhe day’s salute to fighting men of past wars was held 

in an ominous world atmosphere as speakers contemplated a horrible war of the future. 
As the jets streaked overhead at speeds up to several miles a minute, a fidgity na- 
tion thought of rockets, space travel and the months ahead. The specter of a ‘super 
war? made the observance solemn as well as proud at the nation’s largest single dem- 
onstration in honor of veterans, a day formerly known as Armistice Day.‘ Elsewhere 
in the news:"ROME--The Communist newspaper L*Unita said today Laika is dead, deliber- 
ately poisoned with the last of her food in Sputnik II. The dispatch, labeled ‘offi- 
cial,*? apparently had cleared the Moscow censor, The little white dog was fired a- 
> loft within the half-ton satellite a week ago Sunday.*? while Spniniks circled—or 
—) allegedly circled--the earth; while the eyes of spectators lining the streets on 

» Veterans* day strained to follow the jets streaking toward the goal of control of 

/ outer space, the once-free soil of the state of Arkansas was still shaking from 

> recent maneuvers of heavily-armed ground troops in a trial run of military dictator- 
' ship for which the president of the United States found authority in the Cherter of 
| the United Nations. 

d On Veterans’ Day, 1958 the Unknown Soldier of World War One shared honors with 
two nameless comrades, one from the second World War and the other from the Korean 
conflict, their ceremonial burials having taken place on the previous Memorial Day. 
As was to be expected, international affairs on that November llth were in a state 
of crisis: AP dispatch from Berlin--""EAST GERMAN REDS OPEN DRIVE TO RULE ALL BERLIN 
esekgged on by Soviet Premier Khrushchev, the East German Reds sought to bring the 
American, British and French sectors of the city under their control on grounds that 
the western allies have violated the terms of the 1945 Potsdam Pact which establish- 
ed occupation rule...‘ Earlier in the year violence had rocked the Middle East and 
assassination by a revolutionary mob had swept another ruler--young King Feisal of 
Irag-=into the discard. In connection with this, by some twist of diplomatic reason~ 
ing not quite clear to the public, United States Marines were required in Lebanon 
and the pace of events quickened to a lively new accompaniment of "From the halls 

of Central High School to the shores of Tripoli", 

% % % * % + % 

If at the moment the burning issue on this November 11, 1959 appears to be that 
of a "rigged'! television quiz show; if the tragic figure of the hour, facing the 
public in soul-searching agony, is repentant bright boy Charles Van Doren-~don’t, 
gentle reader, be misled, It is the lull before the storm--a mere intermission 
between craftily-rigged acts of the greatest show on earth, in which multiple 
crises are building up just around the corner of the year 1960. == War? The ex- 
Plosion of Castro*s red powder-keg in our Caribbean back yard? Another round of 
School-integration at bayonet=-point? The need to call out the Marines to patrol 
the teen-age crime jungles of the nation? National disaster on the slippery 
Pinnacle of the next “Summit''? The need to come to grips with the threat of black 
supremacy in the U.S.? (See article titled “Black Supremacy Cult In U.S.--How 
Much Of A Threat? in U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT of November 9th.) The complete 
breakdown of law and order in the racially-integrated schools of Washington, D.C.-< 
the experient designed to set an example to the nation? Final springing of the 
United Nations trap, with Red China admitted to the U.Ne? sees. Time will tell. 


Nevertheless, in the interim -- have a happy Thanksgiving! 





